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Catch up with
past blogs here!

The Invisibility Button!

Not a cloak and way more pesky!

You may know that Roj and | do all our own cover designs and illustrations.
We mostly use a brilliant art programme called Procreate. Roj can do
fantastic things with it. Me? I'm a bit more basic.. | can do line drawings, some
colour and | get resuilts I'm pleased with.

So there | am, busily doing an illustration for Alphabetti (soon to be out on
Amazon.) This book is in the form of a teenage diary and there are illustrations
all the way through as the first person girl ‘author’ doodles and draws. That's a
lot of drawing! Perhaps 150 images. So 'm on the sofq, using my lovely
Procreate, trying to get the angle right on Maggie's killer heels.. and then
disaster hits!!

My sweet Apple Pencil is being PECULIAR! All of a sudden, it's decided to be
awkward. Have | been using it too much? Is it tired? Fed up? What's its
problem? | can pick up the erasertool, no problem, but when | try to pick up
the drawing tool, (which | have been using all afternoon) there's nothing!

We look it up online and do everything they suggest.. you know, switch off..
sing it o lullaby.. and still it's not working! A tsunami of emotion is rising like
lava inside me, and | know | sound like a toddler in tantrum mode as | wail in
dismay, 'It just won't work! This is a disaster! 'm sunk! Done for!’

My husband says, ‘Let me have a look.
I hand him the iPad in a huff. (I mean, if | can't do it..)
‘What's this button at the side? he asks.

I should explain at this point. that the Procreate programme has two slider
controls on the left of the screen. One for the size of the pen. and one for..
drum roll please, OPACITY!

You've guessed it. At the lowest setting, the opacity tool makes the drawing
tool INVISIBLE!!

There was nothing wrong with the programme, or the iPad.. only my left
thumb, gripping the tablet and setting the opacity to zero.. That's invisible to
you and me.

So now I'm happy, and me and my teenage protagonist can start drawing
again.

PS only 89 more illustrations to go.

PPS | need to be less scared of techie stuff.

PPPS | now have even more sympathy for toddlers and teenagers who are
dealing with their own tsunamis of emation. Let’s all cut them some slack.
PPPPS Thanks to my husband for saving my sanity.



